
On September 28, 2024, the Eugene V. Debs Foundation will present the Eugene V. Debs Award to Sara Nelson, 
International President of the Association of Flight Attendants-CWA, AFL-CIO. Nelson was elected president in 2014 
and is currently serving her third four-year term. She first became a union member in 1996 when she was hired as a 
Flight Attendant at United Airlines and today she represents 50,000 of aviation’s first responders at 19 airlines. In the 
broader Labor Movement, Sara serves as a member 
of the AFL-CIO Executive Council, the Communica-
tion Workers of America Executive Board, the Trans-
portation Trades Department Executive Board, the 
Labor Advisory Committee for Trade Negotiations 
and Trade Policy, and as Vice Chair of the Interna-
tional Transport Workers Federation Civil Aviation 
Steering Committee.

Sara has led AFA to some of the most consequen-
tial legislative wins in the union’s history, including 
COVID relief that totaled $54 billion in payroll sup-
port to keep aviation workers connected to their 
jobs, paychecks, healthcare, and other benefits for 
16 months - and kept the industry from collapse in 
the midst of the biggest crisis it has faced since the 
beginning of aviation. It was historic #WorkersFirst legislation that also prohibited furloughs and hourly paycuts for 
the frontline while banning stock buybacks, dividends, and capping executive compensation for 2 years after the 
relief period ends. AFA and other transportation unions used the effective bipartisan-supported program to encour-
age emergency relief in December 2020 to recall aviation workers to their jobs after funding had lapsed in October, 
to ensure 12 million more people were not pushed into poverty and that states and cities could continue to utilize 
COVID funding for critical local services and public sector jobs. Prior to the COVID crisis, legislative victories includ-
ed increasing required federal minimum rest for Flight Attendants by 2 hours, a reversal of national security policy 
to keep knives and other weapons off planes, and a campaign for “100,00 Eyes in the Skies,” which successfully 
resulted in mandatory training for Flight Attendants to recognize and report human trafficking. Sara also served on 
the Biden-Sanders Unity Task Force as co-chair of the Economy Task Force with Rep. Karen Bass (D-CA) during the 
2020 Presidential Election. 

The Debs Award dinner will be held September 28, 2024, in Debs’ hometown of Terre Haute, Indiana. Tickets will 
be available in August. 

Sarah Nelson to Receive Eugene V. Debs Award
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workers, Lisa teaches labor history 
at Indiana State University.  She is 
happy to help spread Debs’ word as 
his work on everything from labor 
to prison abolition is just as relevant 
now.  Please, yes, consider making a 
donation totward the maintenance 
of the House and come to the annu-
al banquet this September 28th hon-
oring Sara Nelson! Save the Date!

Noel Beasley and Michelle (Micki) 
Morahn are leaving us.  We cannot 
express enough our thanks to both 
of them for carrying the Foundation 
all these years and leaving it is such 
good shape.  We will have more to 
say about our retiring comrades at 
the banquet but, until, then, we’d 
like to introduce two new officers, 
both committing to three-year terms.  
Welcome Dave and Lisa. 

“After forty-one years as a union or-
ganizer in both the private and pub-

lic sector, my 
retirement has 
allowed me a 
chance to as-
sist the Debs 
Foundation in 
a larger role. 
We have been 
charged with 

maintaining the 
Debs’ Home 

and Museum at a time of increased 
interest in the movements for labor 
rights, socialism, peace and prison 
reform. These movements were the 
four corners of Eugene V Debs life 
and legacy. Please consider making 
a donation today towards the main-
tenance of the Debs Home, a na-
tional treasure celebrating the Debs’ 
tradition we all share.”

Long-time board member Lisa 
Phillips is honored to serve as the 
Foundat ion ’s 
secretary.  The 
granddaughter 
of a longtime 
Chicago-based 
UAW local 
president and 
from a family of 
skilled trades-
men and factory 

Dave Rathke, 
Incoming 

Executive VP

In March 2024, work began on 
some much-needed repairs to the 
134-year-old Debs House in Terre 
Haute. Associated Roofing Profes-
sionals began repairing portions of 
the soffit, facia, and replacing dam-
aged slate tiles on the roof. In addi-
tion, new gutters and drain spouts 
are installed. All work is done by 
union professionals from SMART, Car-
penters, and Roofers locals. While 
this work was in progress, we experi-
enced difficulties with our plumbing, 
which required replacing old sewer 
lines, as well as removing blockages. 
All this necessitated digging up sig-
nificant portions of the sewer lines 
by Sycamore Engineering. A new 
toilet and sink were installed in our 
bathroom. 

Anyone who owns an old house 
like Gene and Kate’s knows mainte-
nance and repair are always ongo-
ing. And that takes money. We are 
asking for donations to continue 
with our repairs. The architect’s rec-
ommendations from 2019 are being 
updated, and we plan on applying 
for government grants to help us se-
cure funding. Most of these grants 
are matching, so our funds will go 
even farther with your help. Please 
consider a donation to help us con-
tinue our work. 
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The Debs Foundation Newsletter is published twice 
yearly for distribution to supporters and friends of 
the Foundation. The Eugene V. Debs Foundation is 
a non-profit, private organization which maintains 
the home of Eugene and Kate Debs as a museum 
and shrine to labor, and carries on educational and 
informational programs which aim to honor and pro-
mote the goals for which Debs struggled: industrial 
unionism, social justice, and peace. For those wishing 
to become supporters, a donation form is provided 
elsewhere in this issue.

Lisa Phillips, 
Incoming Secretary

Raise The Roof!

Union Laborers Repairing the Roof
 of the Eugene V. Debs Home

New Officers



Attendance
A total of 1,405 people visited the 
museum in 2023, our highest annu-
al attendance in my time as director. 
More than doubled 2022 total of 
640. 494 so far in 2024, well exceed-
ing this point last year (305). Several 
Zoom tours have been led for class-
es, individuals, and groups including 
Rochester Mutual Aid Network.

Past Events
Our end-of-year open house 
brought 21 guests for music and 
merriment. We partnered with the 
Kurt Vonnegut Museum and Library 
for the NEA Big Read with a book 
discussion on the novel The Cold Mil-
lions and radical labor history of the 
early 20th century, which brought 
20 virtual and in-person participants. 
Our second ever Apprenticeship Fair 
brought in about 50 young adults 
for museum tours combined with 
presentations from 8 local union ap-
prenticeship programs.

Presentations
I offered a presentation for the In-
diana Council for the Social Studies 
Conference at ISU for Hoosier So-
cial Studies educators interested in 
teaching Debs and related history. I 
also presented on the art collected 
at the Debs House for Swope Art 
Museum First Friday Speaker.

Work/Study, Volunteers & In-
ternships

Many thanks to SM Darling Hernan-
dez, volunteering almost full-time 

this spring and summer. SM joins 
us by way of Rochester NY and is a 
fantastic organizer and tour guide. 
Heather Hindle, our first work study 
student hired through ISU, was fully 
funded by the Federal Work Study 
Program and has finished the spring 
semester before graduating from ISU 
with her Bachelors in Psychology. 
Heather is a longtime Terre Haute ac-
tivist. Anne D’Orazio has coordinat-
ed a Black Labor History internship 
program with the Charles E. Brown 
African American Cultural Center at 
ISU and has done great work con-
necting 5 student leaders and their 
peers with the Debs Museum. Also, 
thanks to Adam Culver, a junior his-
tory major at ISU who has been vol-
unteering at the house weekly for 
the entire academic year.

Other News
Our loan to National Constitution 
Center has been extended to Sep-
tember 2025. They are displaying 
a gold-plated pen given to Debs in 
prison by a painters union, part of 
NCS’s First Amendment exhibit.

Our year-end Solidarity Tree Fund-
raiser raised about $2,000. About 80 
supporters sponsored custom hand-
made mini picket sign ornaments to 
cover our holiday tree in the parlor 
with messages of solidarity. It was a 
hit!

My first visit to the Debs Museum in 
Terre Haute, Indiana, was in 1973. 
When my wife Laurie and I were 
working with an underground 
newspaper in West Lafayette and 
we toured the Museum, and Laurie 
wrote an article in our newspaper 
Nova Media. That’s fifty-one years 
ago. In the mid-1980s I became the 
Executive Vice President of the Debs 
Foundation and then in the 21st 
century I became the President.

Over those decades I was presid-
ing over the history of Gene Debs. 
I worked closely with the Founda-
tion’s officers and Board members, 
and we produced the annual Award 
Dinners. I owe a great deal to Gene 
... after all MY middle name is EU-
GENE. 

Best wishes to my Debs family,
Noel

2024 Eugene V. Debs 
Award Banquet

September 28th

Terre Haute Convention Center
Terre Haute, Indiana

A Note from 
President Emeritus 

Noel Beasley

• Sunday, April 28 – Workers Memorial Day (1 – 2pm)
• Wednesday, May 1– May Day Open House (12 – 6pm)
• Saturday, June 1 – Granfaloon (IU Bloomington’s Kurt Vonnegut 

Arts Festival) featured speaker at Wonderlab (7pm)
• Saturday, June 15 – 7th Annual Debs Day - Debs in Our Voices: 

Solidarity! (2 – 4pm) hybrid online and in Terre Haute
• September 2 – Terre Haute Labor Day Parade

2024 Events

Fall Board 
Meeting

September 29, 2024

1:00 pm Eastern Time
Terre Haute Convention Center

& via teleconference

Museum Director’s Report 
Allison Duerk, Museum Director



Total Assets

Year Endowment Total

2018 $ 703,254.00 $ 839,993.91

2019 $ 883,156.05 $ 985,256.05

2020 $ 986,614.00 $ 1,115,716.15

2021 $ 1,041,624.38 $ 1,171,802.00

2022 $ 815,277.62 $ 918,689.00

2023 $ 867,008.50 $ 998,033.00

5-Year Profit/Loss Comparison

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Dues, Donations and Support $ 7521.53 $ 25180.16 $ 24171.21 $ 21022.00 $ 18132.71

Banquet Income $ 12581.37 $ 0.00 $ 0.00 $ 1507.00 $ 1043.76

Memorabilia Income $ 6287.77 $ 4582.06 $ 5102.79 $ 3067.00 $ 6133.47

Investment Income $ 13249.47 $ 13032.70 $ 12612.00 $ 17962.00 $ 17626.12

Capital Gains (Realized) $ 0.00 $ 13425.82 $ 19920.17 $ 4875.58 $ 31593.00

Total Revenue $ 41499.06 $ 56220.74 $ 61806.17 $ 48438.00 $ 74536.28

Expenses $ (63344.07) $ (74991.84) $ (66959.82) $ (74419.00) $ (78702.53)

Net Income (Loss) $ (21845.01) $ (18771.10) $ (5153.65) $ (25981.00) $ (4166.25)

Eugene V. Debs Foundation 
2023 Financial Report

Expense Breakdown (2023)

Salaries, Other Compensation, and Employee 
Benefits

$ 32921.58

Occupancy, Rent, Utilities, and Maintenance $ 14933.83

Insurance $ 10582.00

Professional Fees and Other Payments to 
Independent Contractors

$ 9003.47

Conferences, conventions, and meetings $ 2817.98

Office Expenses $ 3580.79

Other Expenses $ 4862.88

Total Expenses $ 78,702.53

Income/Expenses
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Financial Report
Benjamin Kite, Treasurer

From Our Comrades
Lisa found this in the Debs’ Foundation’s PO Box, a wonderful note from the next generation of Debs followers, this 
from Henry Robert Carter, Cibola High School, Class of ’24:

To The Eugene V. Debs Foundation

As a graduate, I wanted to thank this Foundation’s work on the preservation of Debs’ legacy 

and from that radicalizing young socialists like me.  Though I have not made the pilgrimage yet, I 

am excitingly looking forward to the day!  So here’s to another many years of labor and as always: 

we have a world to win!

Henry R. Carter

The card indicated that Mr. Carter is off to Texas Tech University’s Honors College, we wish him well!



Barbara Lee Bailey Ferraro • June 16, 1932 – January 23, 2024)
According to her daughter, “without question, her proudest life achievement was spearheading and leading an 
historic union organizing drive among dozens of her fellow secretaries working for the South Bend School Corpo-
ration. After a predictably long struggle, the secretaries won. Their first-ever collective bargaining contract was with 
the International Brotherhood of Teamsters.” Barbara directed contributions be sent to the Foundation in her honor. 
We thank her family and friends who contributed in her memory, including donations from Joe Lawrence, Cathleen 
Ferraro, Peter Olney and Christina Perez.

Nancy Felice Gabin • (June 21, 1954 - June 21, 2024)
A long-time friend, comrade and board director of the Foundation, Dr. Nancy Felice Gabin passed away after a brief 
illness on June 21st. It was her 70th birthday. 

Nancy served as a faculty member in the Department of History at Purdue University from 1983-2021, retiring after 
38 years. At Purdue, Nancy taught a variety of undergraduate and graduate courses in U.S. women’s history, labor 
history, and social history. Her numerous accolades included the Jon C. Teaford Award, being written into Purdue’s 
Book of Great Teachers, and the university’s highest honor for undergraduate teaching, the Charles B. Murphy 
Award. Nancy also authored, co-authored, and edited many books, chapters, and articles on women, work, and 
the labor movement. 

Throughout her nearly 40-year career, Nancy was a consummate source of guidance, inspiration, laughter, and 
kindness to her many colleagues and the countless undergraduate and graduate students for whom her office 
door was always open. Nancy was a fervent reader with a brilliant mind. She was an expert at The New York Times 
crossword puzzle and a dedicated neighborhood walker. She loved art and music,  Cape Ann, MA and the Amer-
ican Southwest, being near the ocean, fried clams, Michigan Football, and her many, many cats. Nancy held few 
things as close as her family. Her children, Natty and Katie, both hope to carry on her memory through her stoicism, 
humor, and compassion. 

Harriet McNeal • (July 26, 1928 – April 15, 2024)
Dr. Harriet McNeal, 95 years old and a 56-year former resident of Terre Haute, Indiana, made the great leap into the 
mystery on April 15, 2024, in Creve Coeur, Missouri. 

Harriet was a great spirit – generous, vivacious, brilliant, joyful. She loved deeply and listened deeply, and was cu-
rious about everything and everyone. Most of all she loved beauty: the beauty of the natural world, a blue sky, art, 
music (especially opera), theater, gardens, and a good glass of wine and conversation. This love of beauty was true 
to the last.

She earned a doctoral degree from Columbia University as a single mother with three children, with a focus on the 
art of the Italian Renaissance. She was an Art History and Humanities professor at Indiana State University for thirty 
years, from 1967 until her retirement. She was proud of developing courses on the history of women artists and 
on historic preservation, as well as teaching more traditional subjects. She loved working with students, and she 
was awarded ISU’s Caleb Mills Award for Excellence in Teaching in 1982. Her books include a 2-volume study of the 
Renaissance sculptor Michelozzo and a history of the Terre Haute architect Juliet Peddle.

She adored Italy, where she spent part of every year, and also Terre Haute. She worked hard for the good of her city: 
for the arts through her support for the Swope Art Museum and for Arts Spaces, for her neighborhood through her 
work with the Farrington’s Grove Historic District, for abused women through the Terre Haute Council on Domestic 
Abuse, and through the Eugene V. Debs Foundation as a board member for decades. She was also a member of 
the First Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Terre Haute.

Departed Comrades



2023 has gotten off to a rocky start. Climate change in the form of blizzards and earthquakes have put millions 
of people at risk. The internal and external political conflicts of many countries have forced millions of people into 
abandoning their homes and countries. The dogmatic assertions of misleaders have heightened the instability of 
internal and external violence.

The United States is coming apart at the seams. Demagogues have surrounded themselves with people ready to 
take presumed law and order into their own hands. The streets of our cities are filled with the homeless. In many 
ways the 2020s harken back to the 1920s.

However there is an upturn in the desire of working people to organize themselves into unions and fight for the 
rights that belong to them. Whether it is workers in the fast food industry, the warehouse workers abused by 
conglomerates, the struggles of healthcare, education and transportation workers — the tide is turning back to 
basic rights and freedoms that are ours.

The work of the Debs Foundation since the 1960s has been to celebrate Gene’s 
life and to acknowledge our contemporary leaders who admire and respect 
his accomplishments. The Pandemic that shook our planet and our country 
to the core has exposed clearly once again the lopsided possession of wealth 
by the few and the excessive exploitation of the rest of us.

We look forward to another in person Debs Award Banquet in Terre Haute this 
year on Saturday, October 28.

Spring 2023

PO BOX 9454 • TERRE HAUTE INDIANA 47808-9454

From the Desk of the President

2023 Eugene V. Debs 
Award Banquet

October 28th

Terre Haute, Indiana

Lynne Fox will receive the Eugene V.
Debs Award for 2023 on Saturday,
October 28, at an Awards Banquet
in Terre Haute, Indiana.

Lynne is the International President
of Workers United and Manager of
the Philadelphia Joint Board and
also serves as Chair of a number
of Workers United institutions and
is an Executive Board member of
the Service Employees International
Union.

A native of Philadelphia and raised
in the labor movement, Lynne has
committed her life’s work to fighting

for justice and fairness for all people.
With Lynne’s leadership, Workers
United is the union that has ignited
the passion and imagination of
hourly workers at Starbucks who
seek to improve their workplaces.

Since the first store was organized
Starbucks has aggressively fought
against its own “partners” using
illegal anti-union tactics in an
attempt to intimidate and punish
them. In response Workers United
has filed over one hundred and
eighty Unfair Labor Practice charges
with the National Labor Relations
Board.

Honoring Lynne Fox

Financial Report

Museum Notes

The 1890 home of Eugene and Kate Debs is in a season of growth. With an increasing stream of visitors, a calendar 
of relevant programming, and ongoing restoration efforts, the museum is bustling with energy and enthusiasm. 
Dedicated volunteers, interns, and advocates have formed the new Museum Council, a group that meets regularly 
to coordinate our collective efforts in museum operations. The council has worked together to beautify the museum 
grounds, plan and promote special programming, care for and expand the museum library, and so much more. 
Recent programs include a Black Resistance Film Series in February, a lecture series on Black women labor leaders in 
March, and casual open houses for the winter holidays and May Day. The council will also host a training for new 
museum guides on June 6th of this year.

The Debs Museum is open Tuesday––Saturday from 12:00––5:00 pm. Tours are offered on a walk-in basis and no 
appointment is needed during regular hours. Morning and evening tours can be scheduled by appointment. Zoom 
tours are a convenient visiting option as well. Questions? Ideas? Write to us at museum@debsfoundation.org.

DON’T PITCH YOUR 
NEWSLETTER! PASS IT ON.

Your Continued Support Makes It Possible!

Eugene V. Debs Foundation • PO Box 9454 • Terre Haute, IN • 47808
Please make checks payable to:

Support the Eugene V. Debs Foundation

Name

Address

City State ZIP

E-mail

$10 • Student/Limited Income
$25 • Regular Contribution
$50 • Supporting Contribution

$100 • Sustaining Contribution
$250 • Lifetime Contribution
 Other Amount

In Debs’ Words
Eugene V. Debs, Walls and Bars, published posthumously, 1927

The prison in our modern life is essentially a capitalistic institution, 
an inherent and inseparable part of the social and economic 
system under which the mass of mankind are ruthlessly exploited 
and kept in an impoverished state, as a result of which the 
struggle for existence, cruel and relentless at best, drives 
thousands of its victims into the commission of offenses which 
they are forced to expiate in the dungeons provided for them by 
their masters.

Donate online at www.debsfoundation.org. Recurring monthly option now available!
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In Debs’ Words

This order of things cannot always endure. I have registered my 
protest against it. I recognize the feebleness of my effort, but, 
fortunately, I am not alone. There are multiplied thousands of 
others who, like myself, have come to realize that before we may 
truly enjoy the blessings of civilized life, we must reorganize society 
upon a mutual and cooperative basis; and to this end we have 
organized a great economic and political movement that spreads 
over the face of all the earth.

From his Statement to the Court 
Upon being Convicted of Violating the Sedition Act
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grounds, plan and promote special programming, care for and expand the museum library, and so much more. 
Recent programs include a Black Resistance Film Series in February, a lecture series on Black women labor leaders in 
March, and casual open houses for the winter holidays and May Day. The council will also host a training for new 
museum guides on June 6th of this year.

The Debs Museum is open Tuesday––Saturday from 12:00––5:00 pm. Tours are offered on a walk-in basis and no 
appointment is needed during regular hours. Morning and evening tours can be scheduled by appointment. Zoom 
tours are a convenient visiting option as well. Questions? Ideas? Write to us at museum@debsfoundation.org.

Debs Foundation

Eugene V.

PO Box 9454
Terre Haute, IN 47808-9454

DON’T PITCH YOUR 
NEWSLETTER! PASS IT ON.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Your Continued Support Makes It Possible!

Eugene V. Debs Foundation • PO Box 9454 • Terre Haute, IN • 47808
Please make checks payable to:

Support the Eugene V. Debs Foundation

Name

Address

CityStateZIP

E-mail

$10 • Student/Limited Income
$25 • Regular Contribution
$50 • Supporting Contribution

$100 • Sustaining Contribution
$250 • Lifetime Contribution
 Other Amount

In Debs’ Words

This order of things cannot always endure. I have registered my 
protest against it. I recognize the feebleness of my effort, but, 
fortunately, I am not alone. There are multiplied thousands of 
others who, like myself, have come to realize that before we may 
truly enjoy the blessings of civilized life, we must reorganize society 
upon a mutual and cooperative basis; and to this end we have 
organized a great economic and political movement that spreads 
over the face of all the earth.

From his Statement to the Court 
Upon being Convicted of Violating the Sedition Act

Donate online at www.debsfoundation.org. Recurring monthly option now available!

2023 has gotten off to a rocky start. Climate change in the form of blizzards and earthquakes have put millions 
of people at risk. The internal and external political conflicts of many countries have forced millions of people into 
abandoning their homes and countries. The dogmatic assertions of misleaders have heightened the instability of 
internal and external violence.

The United States is coming apart at the seams. Demagogues have surrounded themselves with people ready to 
take presumed law and order into their own hands. The streets of our cities are filled with the homeless. In many 
ways the 2020s harken back to the 1920s.

However there is an upturn in the desire of working people to organize themselves into unions and fight for the 
rights that belong to them. Whether it is workers in the fast food industry, the warehouse workers abused by 
conglomerates, the struggles of healthcare, education and transportation workers — the tide is turning back to 
basic rights and freedoms that are ours.

The work of the Debs Foundation since the 1960s has been to celebrate Gene’s 
life and to acknowledge our contemporary leaders who admire and respect 
his accomplishments. The Pandemic that shook our planet and our country 
to the core has exposed clearly once again the lopsided possession of wealth 
by the few and the excessive exploitation of the rest of us.

We look forward to another in person Debs Award Banquet in Terre Haute this 
year on Saturday, October 28.

Spring 2023

PO BOX 9454 • TERRE HAUTE INDIANA 47808-9454

From the Desk of the President

2023 Eugene V. Debs 
Award Banquet

October 28th

Terre Haute, Indiana

Lynne Fox will receive the Eugene V.
Debs Award for 2023 on Saturday,
October 28, at an Awards Banquet
in Terre Haute, Indiana.

Lynne is the International President
of Workers United and Manager of
the Philadelphia Joint Board and
also serves as Chair of a number
of Workers United institutions and
is an Executive Board member of
the Service Employees International
Union.

A native of Philadelphia and raised
in the labor movement, Lynne has
committed her life’s work to fighting

for justice and fairness for all people.
With Lynne’s leadership, Workers
United is the union that has ignited
the passion and imagination of
hourly workers at Starbucks who
seek to improve their workplaces.

Since the first store was organized
Starbucks has aggressively fought
against its own “partners” using
illegal anti-union tactics in an
attempt to intimidate and punish
them. In response Workers United
has filed over one hundred and
eighty Unfair Labor Practice charges
with the National Labor Relations
Board.
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Eugene V. Debs Award Banquet Ticket Order Form Personal Program Greeting

Tickets must be paid in advance, checks payable to:
Eugene V. Debs Foundation • PO Pox 9454 • Terre Haute, IN • 47808

Your reservation will be recorded and honored at the door. Greetings will appear in the banquet program book, 
either including your name only or your name and a 

brief greeting (20 words max). Copies of the 
program book will be furnished upon request. 

Purchase Tickets Online at: www.debsfoundation.org Name Only                $20.00

Name

Total Amount Enclosed Name(s) and Greeting:

Name and Greeting   $30.00

Please indicate your meal preference:
Chicken

Vegetarian
Number

Number{

by email: banquet-information@debsfoundation.org
Greetings must be received by September 6th.

$50 per ticket, Table of 8 for $320 • Students K-College  $30

Inquiries may be directed to Dave Rathke at (815) 762-0325, or


